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It appears the person who has gone inside the puja
room is a trickster and not a genuine one of the monastic
order. Therefore, he should not be allowed to go away
from there.' With these thoughts, Anwar locked the puja
room hurriedly and put the key in his pocket securely.

Even after this, his anxiety and excitement did not
subside.  So, he got in touch with his master by
telephone at the usual place of his stay in Bangalore,
informing him everything and suggesting his immediate
return.

The master of the house, alarmed ot what he heard,
came to Chitaldurg at once. On reaching home, he took
the key from his servant and opened the puja room to
see the person whom Anwar had locked inside. But there
was nobody there!

'Anwar, there is no one inside', he said.
1 am sure, I locked him inside,' responded Anwar.

'Come here, Anwar. Have you definitely seen him
going inside this room?'

'Yes, sir. A short while after my locking him inside
the room, I could hear the ringing of bell there - the one
that is usually sounded at the time of puja.'

On hearing these words, Nagaraja Rao was left
speechless. He could also see evidence of someone
having performed puja there, not long before. All these
were strange and unimaginable for him.

'Did you ask his name?'

'No, he did not tell. Even as 1 was preventing his
entry inside, he kept on moving into the room.'
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